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Good morning Chair Williams and members of the City Council. My name is Patrick Wehle and
I am Assistant Commissioner of External Affairs at the Department of Buildings. I am joined by
my colleague Mathher Abbassi, the Department’s Senior Electrical Engineer in the Division of
Technical Affairs and Code Development. We are pleased to be here this moming to offer
testimony on Introductory Number 433-A, which requires the installation of protective covers on

electrical outlets in certain multiple dwellings.

Specifically, Intro. 433-A amends the City’s Housing Maintenance Code to require the owner of
a multiple dwelling to install and maintain protective covers over electrical outlets that are
accessible to children and pets in public areas. Owners who fail to install or maintain protective
covers over electrical outlets in these public areas would be subject to a Class B Hazarcious
Violation, which is a civil penalty of no less than $25 and no more than $110 per day. The
Departments of Buildings, Housing Preservation & Development, Health & Mental Hygiene, and

the FDNY would be tasked with enforcement.

The Department applauds the Council’s desire to protect children and pets from accidental
electrical shock and while the goal of this legislation is certainly laudable we appreciate the

opportunity to share some of our insight and suggestions for reform.



To begin with, while outlet covers can be helpful in reducing the occurrence of electrical shock,
their utility is limited due to the fact that they can easily be removed and not replaced. The lack
of permanency of these outlet covers would also prove such a law difficult to enforce.
Recognizing the limits of outlet covers in keeping people safe from electrical shock, the 2008
National Electrical Code replaced outlet covers with tamper-resistant receptacles which prohibit
the insertion of a foreign object into the prong thus curbing unintended electrical shock. I have
included with my testimony for the Council Exhibit 406.6 from the New York City Electrical
Code (“Electrical Code”) which discusses tamper-resistant receptacles and I have also provided a
sample of such a receptacle for this Committee to examine. Currently the Electrical Code
requires these receptacles to be placed within multiple dwelling units, not in public areas, and

only for new construction or renovation.

The Department supports amending the Electrical Code to require tamper-resistant receptacles in
public areas for new construction and renovation. The amended version of this bill extended the
requirement for outlet cbve:s to public areas in all multiple dwellings. Should the Committee
decide to amend the legislation further to require tamper-resistant receptacles instead of outlet
covers we respectfully suggest you consider the need to extend this requirement to all multiple
dwellings. Unlike safety covers, tamper-resistant receptacles generally require installation by a
professional and furthermore, the Electrical Code and all the City’s Coﬁstruction Codes for that
matter, generally do not apply requirements retroactively unless a serious public safety threat is
identified. Finally, applying this requirement to all multiple dwellings would require a public

outreach campaign to make owners aware of the requirement. I imagine this Committee will



also receive testimony from owners of multiple dwellings and their representatives on this

legislation.

Finally, given that the Electrical Code is the resource used by professionals to perform electrical
work, we believe including this requirement in the Electrical Code would increase the likelihood
of compliance more so than including it in the Housing Maintenance Code as this version of the

legislation does.

Thank you for your attention and the opportunity to testify before you today. Mr. Abassi and I

welcome any questions you may have.
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